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government, supported by troops, and a white government
whose orders were obeyed by the people. In April of that
year, the President withdrew the troops from both those
States, and the whites and the Democrats controlled the
entire South once again. Meanwhile, affairs in the North,
though more prosperous, were almost as disgraceful.
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The war had been bad for the soul of the Northern
people. Like most modern wars, it had been waged in the
name of the most difficult virtues, the noblest ideals. The
rise to power of the middle-class capitalist, which was
both the cause and the chief result of the Civil War, did not
of itself seem to justify the casualties. Self-respect led
the North to believe that it was fighting for freedom,
patriotism, brotherly love; and the suppression, the half-
conscious hypocrisy, required for the protection of this
pretence had a corroding effect on character. The final
result was not to elevate the war, but to debase the virtues
which had been named in vain. Meanwhile, quite apart
from the war, the character and ability of men in public
life had been steadily declining, as the result of political
democracy in a huge, uneducated country with a proletarian
class made up largely of recent immigrants. In the decade
following the war, therefore^ there appeared for the first
time two of the more sinister aspects of modern American
life: a Congress which taken as a whole was beneath
contempt5 and a public which was well aware of the fact,
and which found cynical, disinterested pleasure in calling
attention to it.
Henry Adams went to Washington during this period,
fresh from seven years in England, and full of hopes for a
political reformation under President Grant. He found that
"newspapermen as a rule had no great respect for the Lower
House; Senators had less; and Cabinet ofEcers had none at
all. Indeed, one day when Adams was pleading with a
Cabinet officer for patience and tact in dealing with Rep-
resentatives, the Secretary impatiently broke out: 'You can't
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